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a great part in the recent strike; and in what wonderful a man-
ner! When all the so-called leaders were resting in their private
rooms or were busy making money, the indentured brethren of
this place, the moment they happened to hear that a strike
was on in Charlestown and elsewhere about the £3 tax, struck
work too. They looked for no leaders. The leaders at Verulam,
Tongaat and Isipingo were busy going round collecting money.
But spontaneously, the friends here struck work. This proves that
poverty is real wealth. The poor are like kings. They will have
their way. Be it here or in India or anywhere else, our salvation
lies through poverty. The poor are the soul of a great move-
ment like this.
As I accept the addresses that you have presented to me, I
remember an injunction in the scriptures: "Man! Flee from a
place where you find yourself being praised, or at least plug your
ears with cotton-wool." I keep turning over this injunction in
my mind whenever I hear myself praised. But, on this occasion,
I have not been able to act as enjoined. When one can do nei-
ther, the injunction says: "Jiva1, if you cannot act as enjoined here,
offer all the praise you receive to Lord Krishna." And this is
what I do. Obedience to such religious injunctions and the path
of uprightness will ensure success in every undertaking. What I
mean to say is that you are not right when you attribute our suc-
cess to me. It was the strength of our indentured brothers that
brought us success. It is they who have done something really
great. Even if I and those near me had continued to be in gaol to
this day, a settlement would not have come about as quickly as it
did.
[Having explained that the tax, including the arrears, would not be col-
lected henceforth, Gandhiji said:]
The prevalent impression that because of the repeal of the
tax Indians would have to remain permanently under indenture
or be repatriated is entirely mistaken. On the expiry of your
contract, you can stay as free citizens. My own advice to you is
that you should never re-indenture yourselves. You will, of course,
have to complete the term of the present contract; no one can es-
cape that. Those who become free can obtain passes from the
Protector at Durban. Free Indians who remain here for three
years will be treated as domiciled here. After completing three
years, anyone who wants to go to India and return will be able
to do so* Such a person should go to India at his own expense,
* The individual Self, conscious of its separate identity

